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VILLAGE OF CAYUGA HEIGHTS
BOARD OF TRUSTEES
PUBLIC HEARING

Monday, October 30, 2017
7:00 p.m.

Present: Mayor Woodard; Trustees: Biloski, Friend, Marshall, McMurry, Robinson, and Salton; Chief of Police: Steinmetz;
Superintendent of Public Works Cross; Clerk & Treasurer Mangione; Attorney Marcus.
Call to Order: Mayor Woodard calls the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m.
Clerk & Treasurer Mangione states each member of the public can speak for 3 minutes with a 30 second remaining warning. It
was 3-4 years ago the Zoning Review Committee (ZRC) started meeting twice a month to discuss the Village Zoning. Tonight, is
the first of several Public Hearing on completing the new Proposed Zoning Law.
1.

Public Hearing: Mayor Woodard opens the Public Hearing - Proposed Local Law (PLL) establishing sewer rates, to be
applied in accordance with Local Law 2 of 2017 of the Village of Cayuga Heights. The PLL is a neutral revenue increase in
sewer rates, because we are changing the minimum consumption that we charge for, from 10,000 gallons to 5,000 gallons. A
decrease in cost to most residences.

Section I. PURPOSE
The purpose of this Local Law is to establish annual sewer rates of $2.39/1000 gallons consumed for inside users and a rate of
$3.59/1000 gallons used for outside users, as defined in articles XII, Sewer Rents, of the Village of Cayuga Heights Articles.
Section II. AUTHORITY
This Local Law is enacted pursuant to the grant of powers of local governments provided for in (i) Section 10 of the Municipal
Home Rule Law to adopt and amend local laws not inconsistent with the provisions of the New York State Constitution or not
inconsistent with any general law relating to its property, affairs, government or other subjects provided for in said Section 10 of
the Municipal Home Rule Law, (ii) General Municipal Law Article 14-F, (iii) General Municipal Law Sections 451 and 452, and
(iv) Village Law Article 14.
Section III. ESTABLISHMENT OF SEWER RATES
As of January 1, 2018, annual sewer rates shall be established at a rate of $2.39/1000 gallons used for treatment of waste water
originating from properties located within the Village and a rate of $3.59/1000 gallons used for treatment of waste water
originating from properties located outside of the Village.
Section IV. SUPERSEDING EFFECT
All Local Laws, resolutions, rules, regulations and other enactments of the Village of Cayuga Heights in conflict with the
provisions of this Local Law are hereby superseded to the extent necessary to give this Local Law full force and effect.
Section V. VALIDITY
The invalidity of any provision of this Local Law shall not affect the validity of any other provision of this Local Law that can be
given effect without such invalid provision.
Section VI. EFFECTIVE DATE
This Local Law shall be effective immediately upon filing in the office of the New York State Secretary of State, except that it
shall be effective from the date of its service as against a person served with a copy thereof, certified by the Village Clerk, and
showing the date of its passage and entry in the Minutes of the Village Board of Trustees.
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There are no questions from the public.
Mayor Woodard closes the Public Hearing.
Attorney Marcus informs the Board of Trustees that under SEQR this is a Type II exemption under section 6175c #20 – routine
maintenance.

Resolution #
BE IT RESOLVED THAT: the Village of Cayuga Heights Board of Trustees approves Proposed Local Law establishing sewer
rates, to be applied in accordance with Local Law 2 of 2017 of the Village of Cayuga Heights. The purpose of this Local Law is
to establish annual sewer rates of from $2.15 to $2.39/1000 gallons consumed for inside users and a rate of $3.32 to $3.59/1000
gallons used for outside users, as defined in articles XII, Sewer Rents, of the Village of Cayuga Heights Articles

Motion: Trustee Marshall
Second: Trustee Robinson
Ayes: Mayor Woodard, Trustees: Biloski, Friend, Marshall, McMurry, Robinson, and Salton
Abstentions: None
Motion carried
3.

Emergency Road Repair Declaration: Due to the rain storm from last night, Highland Road Culvert pipe collapsed and
requires closing the road for emergency repair.

Resolution #
BE IT RESOLVED THAT: the Village of Cayuga Heights Board of Trustees recognizes the public emergency rising out of a
unforeseen occurrence on public property, (Highland Rd. Culvert) and to enter into a contract to make the emergency repairs.
Trustee Salton would like all engineering options investigated before continuing with a contractor on this emergency road
damage. Superintendent of Public Works Cross informed the Board that repair money will be funded out of Street Capital
Improvement projects. Mayor Woodard informed the Board, instead of 25-year storm, the new classification will be a 50-year
storm.?
Motion: Trustee Robinson
Second: Trustee McMurry
Discussion: none
Ayes: Mayor Woodard, Trustees Biloski, Friend, Marshall, McMurry, Robinson, and Salton
Nays: none
Abstentions:

Resolution #
BE IT RESOLVED THAT: the Village of Cayuga Heights Board of Trustees authorizes Mayor Woodard enter into a contract
of emergency basis with a contractor to perform emergency repairs to the Culvert on Highland Rd.
Motion: Trustee Salton
Second: Trustee Biloski
Discussion: none
Ayes: Mayor Woodard, Trustees Biloski, Friend, Marshall, McMurry, Robinson, and Salton
Abstentions:
Motion carried
2. Public Hearing: Mayor Woodard opens the Public Hearing on proposed Local Law to replace all Zoning Laws and
ordinances with a revised & rewritten Zoning Ordinance.
Mayor Woodard publicly thanked the Zoning Review Committee: PBA Chair, Fred Cowett, former Mayor Kate Supron, kirk
Siegel, David Filiberto, Elaine Quaroni, Superintendent of Public Works Brent Cross, and Trustee Melony McMurry.
Clerk and Treasurer J. Mangione reads a letter from A.Wittink on Chickens: Submitted Letter.
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Melissa Pollack: Emailed last week to the Board. She is in-favor of short term rentals and is rents short term. She suggested the
ZRC consider a special use permit. As written now it’s too specific to fit the trends.
Rosemarie Parker: Concerned about environmental issues around the yard. Off-street parking on the lawn is an issue for those
who have no other options. The language on brush piles, why? Cutting and removing vegetation. She doesn’t see the commonsense exceptions in the draft.

EXHIBITS 2018- page 4 of 7

Trustee M. Friend arrives at 7:25 p.m.
David Kline: Thanked the committee. Is very much in favor of restrictions on short term rentals. Commercial rentals should not
intrude into residential neighborhoods. He also supports the idea to reduce the number of unrelated occupants in 1–2 family
dwellings. The sections on stream maintenance is hard to read and understand. Lawn maintenance and front yard activities should
have some sort of restrictions. Residential neighborhoods are not agriculture zones, he is not sure about chickens. Invisible
fencing should be considered in the regulations.
Ilene Lambiase: letter submitted:

Eric Bopp: He will defer to the end to speak
Jeff Sauer: The neighborhood falls into the re-zoning from multi-housing to residential, which is good. Allowing non-conforming
use in this area is more like “spot zoning”
Ron Bors: Against chickens and his concerns were address to the Board in September 2017. The comprehensive plan does not
allow for any agricultural zones. He would like the Board to reference the Village of Trumansburg for guidance on chickens.
Susan Barnett: B & B issue, how will it be policed, 14-day enforcement, please listen to the residence of the village and not the
multi-billion-dollar companies who make profits from our villagers.
David Filiberto: Disagrees with the 14-day rule, and the new changes should be less restrictive, the changes infringe on the
property owner rights. Is not in favor of chickens in the village. He also not in-favor of investors buying houses and renting them
out.
Kate Supron: Thanked the Board of Trustees, Planning Board and the public. She reminded the public, it is not permitted to have
short term rentals in the village, the draft is a compromise. She bought her house in a residential neighborhood to live there, not a
property to generate income. “I bought a house I could afford, so the idea of renting out my home for supplemental income does
not make sense”. She supports chickens with the current restrictions.
Carol Schiffman: Supports the changes of number of unrelated people per household. Changes to the nature of the neighborhood
is one of the cost when you don’t control rental properties. Invisible fence set back should be included and researched for the new
Zoning Draft.
Margery Brodhead: Will speak later.
Marian VanLoan: 26-year resident, thinks short term rentals don’t belong in the Village. Has seen the Air B&B effect on
neighborhoods. accept the 14-day rule.
Jane Segelken: Has an accessory apartment and rely on the income from that to stay in their home. long term rental is much
easier. If the board acts on the restrictions of rentals it will force out the older / long term residences who cannot afford to live in
the Village out.
Connie Kintner: Has had chicken for 10 years now. They eat lots of ticks, and fertilize the lawn. They have never gotten out and
would love to educate anyone who wants to learn about chickens.
Hickory Lee: In favor of chickens in the village
Anita Graf: Landowner of property in Ithaca, not the Village. Owns rental property and is interested in understanding how the
Village is planning on handling short term rentals. She against limiting short term rentals.
Jeff Milder: Is against the current restrictions on short term rentals. Advises for owner occupied rentals and calls for revisions.
Rentals come in a variety of forms, Air B & B is just one mechanism for renting. He is against non-owner-occupied rentals.
He will give more comments in writing.
Linda Kohen: Against restriction on short term rentals, occupancy and home occupation. There is no issue with residences who
run short term rentals now. Over the past several months the Mayor and Board has refused to listen to our comments.
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John Grant: Bought his home with the understanding of the income potential on accessory apartments. Recommends laws to
control rentals and allow them.
There are no code regulations currently enforceable with regards to rental property.
Casey Carr: 25-year resident, she can’t afford to stay in her home without the extra income from rentals.
Alicia Fontaine: Would like to Board to consider the definition of stream set back and the steep slope aspects.
Dooley Keifer: There are no site plan review for single family homes. With the environmental changes (rain fall) in our area, the
Board might want to consider. Solar access should not have restriction.
Rick Burgess: New to the Village, and the family was excited to have chickens.
Eric Bopp: He supports of short term rentals.
Margery Broadhead: She supports short term rentals. Not in favor of non-owner-occupied rentals.
Steve Gordan: Supports short term rentals, owner occupied. Boundary line drawn could harm his property value. A solution is to
make the whole street residential.
Eric Pritz: Supports short term owner occupied rentals. Fills an income need for most. Most rentals are on the weekends.
Beatrice Szekely: 40-year resident and as the Village Historian stated: This is the 3rd Zoning law to be passed since incorporation
in 1925.
Brian Eden: Supports Community Shared Solar, front yard should be allowed. Stream setbacks should be discussed and site-plan
review should be conducted for all projects. He is ok with chickens in the Village.
Katherine Gale: Enjoyed hearing the different opinions from all in attendance.
Kate Seamon: Realtor in Ithaca, she receives weekly inquiries on properties in the Village and what are the rental opportunities.
Resolution #
BE IT RESOLVED THAT: the Village of Cayuga Heights Board of Trustees is lead agency for SEQR review for the proposed
local law to replace all zoning laws and ordinances with a revised rewritten zoning ordinance.
Motion: Trustee Salton
Second: Trustee Biloski
Discussion: none
Ayes: Mayor Woodard, Trustees Biloski, Friend, Marshall, McMurry, Robinson, and Salton
Nays: none
Abstentions:
Motion carried

Mayor Woodard adjourns the Public Hearing at 9:55 p.m.
Motion: Trustee Friend
Second: Trustee Biloski
Discussion: none
Ayes: Mayor Woodard, Trustees Biloski, Friend, Marshall, McMurry, Robinson, and Salton
Nays: none
Abstentions:
Motion carried

