Minutes
Zoom Meeting ID # 4118425407

VILLAGE OF CAYUGA HEIGHTS

Wednesday, December 16, 2020

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

7:00 p.m.

MONTHLY MEETING

Present: Mayor Woodard; Trustees: Biloski, Marshall, McMurry, Rennekamp, Robinson, and Salton; Police Chief Wright;
Village Engineer Cross; Director of Public Works Wiese; Clerk Walker; Treasurer Mangione; Attorney Marcus.
1. Call to Order: Mayor Woodard calls the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m.

2. Approval of Meeting Minutes: November 18, 2020 (Exhibit 2021-025)
Resolution # 8871
BE IT RESOLVED THAT: the Village of Cayuga Heights Board of Trustees approves the November 18, 2020
meeting minutes as presented.
Motion: Trustee Marshall
Second: Trustee McMurry
Ayes: Mayor Woodard; Trustees: Biloski, Marshall, McMurry, Rennekamp, Robinson, and Salton
Nays: none
Abstentions: none
Motion Carried
3. Report of Fire Superintendent Tamborelle: Submitted Report (Exhibit 2021-26)
•Fire Superintendent Tamborelle was not available at this time to speak.
4. Privilege of the Floor: No members of the public wish to speak.
5. Report of Treasure Mangione: Submitted Report (Exhibit 2021-027)
•Treasurer Mangione states that she is recommending several budget modifications. One example of an
unbudgeted increase in revenue shown in this report is the ZBA permits fee schedule. There are also higher than
expected returns on the sale of surplus equipment.
•Trustee Robinson asks why we need to adjust revenue at this point versus the end of the year.
•Treasurer Mangione states that it is not required but helpful for the Board to see revenue sources since we are
watching expenditures so closely, and this information was a response to the Village Finance Committee request.
•Trustee Salton states that he does not feel we should be changing the revenue budget at this point.
•Trustee Rennekamp asks Treasurer Mangione if adjusting the revenue upwards will help for budgeting in the
next fiscal year. Treasurer Mangione states that it will help some accounts, for example the ZBA fees.
•Trustees Robinson states that one of his objections to the reports produced by Williamson shows a negative (-)
revenue when actually the account has money (+).
•Treasurer Mangione states that she has not done a lot of Board education on budget management and if the
Board’s preference is to only change expenditures then that is what she will do.
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•Mayor Woodard makes a motion to proceed with this resolution to include the revenue and expenditures.

Resolution: 8872
BE IT RESOLVED THAT: the Village of Cayuga Heights Board of Trustees approves the following
modifications to the FYE2021 Budget:
GENERAL FUND:
REVENUE
Account A2110 ZBA FEES to $2,000 from $1,000. Currently at $1,450. The adjustment increases A1990.400
CONTINGENCY by $1,000.
Account A2590 BUILDING PERMITS to $16,000 from $8,000. Currently at $10,900. The adjustment increases
A1990.400 CONTINGENCY by $8,000.
Account A2665 SALE OF EQUIPMENT to $47,106 from $20,106. Currently at $47,106. The adjustment
increases A1990.400 CONTINGENCY by $27,106.
Note: A1990.400 CONTINGENCY is currently at $87,157, having been reduced to cover PFRS adjustment at the
11/18/20 Board Meeting. The above increases make the account balance $116,263.
EXPENDITURES
Account A1450.410 ELECTIONS - CONTRACTUAL to $1,014.09 from $1,000. The adjustment reduces
A1990.400 CONTINGENCY by $14.09.
Account A5112.100 STR CAP IMPR – PERSONAL SERVICES to $37,719.71 from $30,000.
The adjustment reduces A5110.100 STREET – PERSONAL SERVICES by $7,719.71.
WATER FUND:
REVENUE
Account F2144 SPRINKLER SERVICE to $1,500 from $1,200. Currently at $1,190.76.The adjustment increases
F1990.400 CONTINGENCY by $300.
EXPENDITURES
Account F1910.430 INSURANCE to $10,346 from $10,000. The adjustment reduces F1990.400
CONTINGENCY by $346.
SEWER FUND:
EXPENDITURES
Account G1910.430 INSURANCE to $20,691.99 from $17,500. The adjustment reduces G1990.400
CONTINGENCY by $3,191.99.

Motion: Trustee Rennekamp
Second: Trustee Biloski
Ayes: Mayor Woodard; Trustees: Biloski, Marshall, McMurry, Rennekamp, Robinson, and Salton
Nays: none
Abstentions: none
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Motion Carried
•Treasurer Mangione requests that the Board look at the information in her report related to debit and financing
for the Village Wastewater Treatment Plant. Mayor Woodard states that this is helpful information to watch,
especially when it comes time to pay interest on the loans.

Abstract # 7
Resolution: 8873
Approval of Abstract:
BE IT RESOLVED THAT: the Village of Cayuga Heights Board of Trustees approves Abstract #7 for
FYE2021 consisting of TA vouchers 58-68 in the amount of $22,452.73 and Consolidated Fund vouchers 481 –
558 in the amount of $462,838.52 and the Treasurer is instructed to make payments thereon.
Motion: Trustee Marshall
Second: Trustee Salton
Ayes: Mayor Woodard; Trustees: Biloski, Marshall, McMurry, Rennekamp, Robinson, and Salton
Nays: none
Abstentions: none
Motion Carried

6. Report of Mayor Woodard:
a. Annual Sewer Rate: Mayor Woodard found that water meter size was not considered a billable
component in our local law.
•Mayor Woodard states that Bolton Point takes water meter size into account because it is their water traveling
through their meter. Most larger meters are associated with fire sprinklers or hydrants and do not usually enter
the sanitary sewer system. Therefore, after discussions with Village Engineer B. Cross, Mayor Woodard has
determined that the Village should not use meter size as an additional method calculating sewer billing.
•Trustee McMurry asks if we are changing the local law passed at the October Board of Trustees meeting. Mayor
Woodard states that this would only change the wording in Section 226-230 of the Village Code, section C excluding water meter size, not the Local Law to amend the sewer rates.
b. Gold Plan Update: The Village PBA has agreed to change their healthcare plan to the Excellus Gold Plan.
•Mayor Woodard states that this discussion will take place in an executive session.
c. NYSDOT Emergency Shared Service Agreement: This agreement will allow the Village of Cayuga Heights
DPW to share services with the NYS Department of Transportation.
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•B. Cross states that this agreement will authorize sharing services and assist municipalities with street work or
snow removal if DPW staffing levels are reduced because of COVID-19. The Village would likely rely on the
Town of Ithaca in such an event, but it doesn’t hurt to have a signed agreement with the NYSDOT.
•Mayor Woodard states that she has communicated with both the Town of Ithaca and the Village of Lansing and
they have verbally agreed to support each other in the event that DPW staffing levels are decreased due to a
COVID-19 outbreak.

Resolution: 8874
BE IT RESOLVED THAT: the Village of Cayuga Heights Board of Trustees authorizes and approves Mayor
Woodard signing the NYSDOT Shared Services Agreement Emergency Assistance as presented in Exhibit 2021029.
Motion: Trustee Robinson
Second: Trustee Biloski
Ayes: Mayor Woodard; Trustees: Biloski, Marshall, McMurry, Rennekamp, Robinson, and Salton
Nays: none
Abstentions: none
Motion Carried
d. Tompkins County Broadband Study: Fujitsu Network Communications Inc. is proposing to conduct a
comprehensive broadband study and rollout plan to the underserved in Tompkins County.
•Mayor Woodard would like to let this project mature some more before the Village commits $3,000 towards this
study.
•Trustee Salton adds that he spoke to Jason Liefer from the Town of Dryden, and the Town of Dryden is putting
together their plan for bringing broadband to their residents.
•Trustee McMurry states that with more remote schooling and video conferencing it is an issue that parts of the
County do not have sound internet service. If the goal is to get all municipalities on board with this study to get
the less connected areas connected, then she supports that concept.
•Trustee Salton states that the County should be the lead on this and provide more information. Mayor Woodard
decides to table this discussion until more information is provided.
e. Kline Road Bypass: The Village will be asking the “gang of six” for approval to send overflow sewage (I &I)
to the City of Ithaca’s Wastewater Treatment Plant. The next step for the Village is to install a flow restrictor, and
Village Engineer B. Cross will speak to that in his report.
7. Report of the Trustees:
a. Walking Safe Cayuga Heights Update: Fisher and Associates have completed an updated design report and
drawings.
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•Trustee McMurry states that this updated project proposal has eliminated shifting the road on Kline Road and in
doing so has brought the project design cost back into the scope of the budget.
•Trustee McMurry states that the next step for the Board is to approve the designs and drawings.
•Trustee Salton states that he would like to recognize the extra effort B. Cross and Trustee McMurry have put
forth to accommodate all the resident's concerns with this project. Trustee Robinson agrees. Trustee McMurry
states that B. Cross deserves a lot of the credit.
•Trustee Robinson inquiries about the concerns from Village residents on Wyckoff Road. Trustee McMurry states
that a zoom meeting was held with those residents and any concerns have been satisfied.
•Village Attorney R. Marcus, who attended that zoom meeting, suggests that it was clear that one of the residents
did not internalize the distinction between the Village’s right-of-way and their property. If there is going to be an
issue going forward it might be in this area.

Resolution: 8875
BE IT RESOLVED THAT: the Village of Cayuga Heights Board of Trustees authorizes and approves Mayor
Woodard or when necessary Village Engineer Brent Cross to sign the NYSDOT Option A as the preferred Design
Report as presented in Exhibit 2021-031.
Motion: Trustee Rennekamp
Second: Trustee Robinson
Ayes: Mayor Woodard; Trustees: Biloski, Marshall, McMurry, Rennekamp, Robinson, and Salton
Nays: none
Abstentions: none
Motion Carried
b. 5 G Service Update:
•Trustee Marshall states that the Village will need to develop a response to Verizon at some point. Trustee
Marshall attended a meeting that solidified the fact that the Village will need protection through the passage of
some local laws. The enforcement of the technical issues will involve the Village Planning Board. Verizon cannot
apply until the Village signs a Master License Agreement.
•A draft version of the Town of Ithaca and City of Ithaca is available to review.
•Attorney R. Marcus asks if the attorney that Trustee Marshall met with is going to follow through with support as
this process continues. Trustee Marshall states that the answer is unclear.
c. NYSDEC Deer Management Plan: NYDEC has revised its ten-year plan on NYS deer management.
•Trustee Salton states that he recommends the Board draft a response to NYSDEC. Mayor Woodard will reach
out to the local Cortland office and inquire if the NYSDEC would value any input.

5

•Mayor Woodard states that some of the regulation changes do make sense considering there are fewer hunters.
Our deer management plan is unique and doesn't fall into any area of this management plan.
8. Report of Police Chief Wright: Submitted Report (Exhibit 2021-032)
•Chief Wright states that the Village police department had a full day of in-house training with the Axon on
December 8, 2020. Chief Wright will present some modifications to the proposed Village Body Worn Cameras
(BWC) Policy at the next Public Safety Committee meeting.
•Chief Wright also states that Tompkins County will not be ready to adjust their recording system for the Village
Police Department until the first week in January. Chief Wright would like to present to the Board the Village
Draft BWC Policy at the January 20, 2021 meeting.
9. Report of Director of DPW Wiese: Submitted Report (Exhibit 2021-033)
•Director Wiese states that the Village leaf pickup wrapped up this week and everything is running smoothly at
the Department of Public Works.
10. Report of Village Engineer Cross:

•B. Cross states that he has reached out to T.G. Millers to put together a proposal for a spring “boots on
the ground” approach to investigate inflow and infiltration (I & I).
•Trustee Salton would like the Public Works Committee to determine what work our own DPW staff is capable of
completing versus hiring out.
•Trustee McMurry would also like some clarification on why it makes more sense to use the “boots on the
ground” approach versus a metering approach. B. Cross states that there is a cost of renting the meters ($15,000)
and a variable that the meter would be placed in the right location to collect data. Or utilize T.G. Miller for the
month covering all areas of the Village which would provide definite answers to which areas are producing I & I.
•Trustee Marshall states that we should be thinking about how close this next expenditure of money gets us to our
goal of identifying and fixing the infiltration problem. Is the amount adjustable if the weather doesn't cooperate?
B. Cross states that the Village might be further down the road in solving I & I. and we would be able to extend
the work order with T.G. Miller.
•In closing, B. Cross states that TG Miller has made good progress with the design and coordination of the Inflow
and Infiltration Meters “bidding” of the work. Since the work is to meet compliance with all of the other systems
that are being deployed in the other group of six sewer systems, the equipment falls into the following categories
of procurement that allow us to negotiate with the same vendor as has done the data management work at the
IAWWTP, including sole source specifications, price extension from other municipal contracts. Therefore, the
Village will be contracting with LECTRE Development, Inc for the metering equipment. Some of the sewer main
work will be done by the Village DPW and assistance from Matco Electric, who has also been working on the
installation of sewer meters in the IAWWTP system.
•B. Cross has confidence that he can pay for these services from other sewer related funds in the current budget.
•Director of Public Works M. Wiese states that Matco has the proper credentialing and licensing to enter into
manholes which increase the overall cost.
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Resolution: 8876

BE IT RESOLVED THAT: the Village of Cayuga Heights Board of Trustees authorizes and approves Mayor
Woodard to sign the T.G. Miller proposal Village of Cayuga Heights Remington Road area velocity flow meters
through LECTRE Development Inc. and electrical work through Matco Electric.
Motion: Trustee Robinson
Second: Trustee Marshall
Ayes: Mayor Woodard; Trustees: Biloski, Marshall, McMurry, Rennekamp, Robinson, and Salton
Nays: none
Abstentions: none
Motion Carried
11. Report of Clerk Walker: Submitted Report (Exhibit 2021-024)
•Village Clerk Walker states that the Draft Public Employer Health Emergency Plan for the Village has been
reviewed by the Village department heads as well as the Administration Committee. The Board will have to pass
a resolution supporting this plan and have it submitted to New York State by April 2021.
•Mayor Woodard suggests that Village Attorney R. Marcus review the drafted plan and report back to the Board
at the January 20, 2021 Board meeting.
•Trustee McMurry states that she noticed that the categories of essential employees were still in a generic form.
Clerk Walker will edit those categories to fit the Village profile.
•Village Attorney R. Marcus asks Clerk Walker how similar the Public Employer Health Emergency Plan to the
Village of Cayuga Heights Comprehensive Emergency Managing Plan is. Clerk Walker will have to compare the
two and report back to the Board.
12. Report of Attorney Marcus: Attorney Marcus states that attorney R. Schlather did leave a voice mail
message last Friday around 5:00 p.m. but left no information.
13. Executive Session:

Resolution # 8877
WHEREAS: The NYS Open Meeting Law §105 prescribes matters for which a public body may conduct an
executive session; and,
WHEREAS: Upon a majority vote of its total membership, taken in an open meeting according to a motion
identifying the general area or areas of the subject or subjects to be considered; and,
WHEREAS: The conduct an executive session for these enumerated purposes only, provided, however, that no
action by formal vote shall be taken to appropriate public money:
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT, An Executive Session of the Village of Cayuga Heights Board of
Trustees is conducted for the purposes of subsection (E) collective negotiations pursuant to article fourteen of the
civil service law;
Motion: Trustee Robison
Second: Trustee Marshall
Ayes: Mayor Woodard; Trustees: Biloski, Marshall, McMurry, Rennekamp, Robinson, and Salton
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Nays: none
Abstentions: none
Motion carried

Resolution # 8878
BE IT RESOLVED THAT: The Village of Cayuga Heights Board of Trustees exits the Executive Session and
returns to an open meeting.
Motion: Trustee Salton
Second: Trustee Robinson
Ayes: Mayor Woodard; Trustees: Biloski, Marshall, McMurry, Rennekamp, Robinson, and Salton
Nays: none
Abstentions: none
Motion carried

Resolution # 8879
BE IT RESOLVED THAT: The Village of Cayuga Heights Board of Trustees authorizes and approves Mayor
Woodard to sign a Memorandum of Understanding with the Police Benevolent Association (PBA) to transition
health insurance coverage to the GTCMHIC Gold Plan, with the Village subsiding 100% of the out of -pocket
maximums and employees contributing 15% of the Gold Plan premium. The PBA contract will also be amended
with regard to the use of sick time to pay for retiree health insurance and increasing the shift differential payment.
Motion: Trustee Marshall
Second: Trustee McMurry
Ayes: Mayor Woodard; Trustees: Biloski, Marshall, McMurry, Rennekamp, Robinson, and Salton
Nays: none
Abstentions: none
Motion carried
14. Adjournment: Mayor Woodard adjourns the meeting at 9:34 p.m.
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