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Dear Zoning Board of Appeals Members,

We respectfully request an area variance to construct a 6-foot high fence for privacy, safety and security
located within the front setback, in line with the front facade of our house and connecting to the detached
garagfe (see plan). The area variance is not substantial, since the sections of fence represent a small
propéﬂion compared to the length of the house and garage.

Our Home was originally constructed (circa 1900’s) prior to the imposition of the front yard setbacks (see
plan) The resulting location of the house (which was built this way because we have a creek just behind it)
greatly reduces our options for securing our privacy and safety. Plant-based screens, such as a dense
planting of trees, would take a long time to grow (especially given how shaded the area is on the northeast
side) pnd may interfere with overhead electrical wires; nor would they work for the portion of the proposed
fencefthat runs along the gravel driveway between the house and garage.

Whilg Kline Road is not a main artery, it is a fairly busy road, as drivers use it to get from Cayuga Heights
to downtown fthaca (particularly now with the extended construction on Cayuga Heights Road). In addition
to caffs, there are numerous joggers, dog walkers and pedestrians sharing a road that does not have any
sidewalks. As a result, pedestrians and cars pass very close to our home and front door. They can look

downl onto our side patio. More importantly, the large kitchen windows on the ground floor face the road;
the distance between them and the road is less than 10 feet. Especially as night with the lights on, anyone
can sg¢e directly into the house from Kline Road and even potentially Highland Road (see attached photos).

We bpth work from home (though not always at the same time) and will soon have a child running around,
so safety and security is paramount. In the past three years alone there have been two intruders passing
through the property after incidents at the housing complex and fratemnity located to the south. We recently
addedq a wraparound back patio and pathway from the driveway to the rear entrance. As soon as it was
finisHed, we had solicitors walking down the path to knock on our back door. A fence between the house
and the garage would make it clear where the driveway ends, and would also prevent children from running
into the driveway or road. Additionally, our yard has a creek that is only 15 feet from the rear of the house.
Becatse this creek effectively limits the back yard (at least for children), the immediate area around our
housg becomes very important to protect.

In terms of impact, please note the fence will not be in front of the house; it will simply extend the north
facadf and turn south to connect to the east garage wall; as such, the existing clearance from the road will
remain. We have no neighbors on the north side of the street (it's a steep bank), none to west (it’s largely
unbufldable land owned by the fraternity to the south), and our neighbor to the east already has a fence up
around his property, so we do not feel we will negatively affect nea{by properties. We understand the
charagteristic relationship of buildings to landscape that make Cayuga Heights unique, and we are fully
invested in this community and property. As we continue to make i ‘ provements to the house and yard, we
have the character of the Village in mind; for example, we plan to p[g:mt low shrubs and flowers in front of
the fence portions that aren’t in the driveway, so it will blend in wiﬂﬁ the rest of the landscape.

Thank you for your consideration. i

Aleksandr Mergold & Denise Ramzy %
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