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                                                               Zoom Link 4118425407  
           Village of Cayuga Heights 

                Board of Trustees Monthly Meeting 
                    December 18th, 2024 7:00 p.m. 

 
 
 

1. Call To Order           EXHIBIT/PAGE 
 a. Approval of November 20, 2024 Meeting Minutes      2025 - 075 pgs. 2-12 

   2.    Report of the Fire Superintendent Tamborelle: Submitted Report      2025 - 076  pgs. 13-14 

3.    Privilege of the Floor: 

4.    Report of Treasurer Dolch: Submitted Report      2025 - 077 pgs. 15-16 

5.     Report of Mayor Woodard 

          a. Six Month Budget Update 

          b. Cargill Salt Mine Resolution       2025 -  078 pgs. 17-18 

          c. Cayuga Heights Road Sidewalk Project 

          d. February and April Board Meeting Dates 

   6.    Report of The Trustees:           

   7.     Report of Superintendent of Public Works Cross:                

   8.    Report of Police Chief Wright: Submitted Report                                             2025 - 079 pgs. 19-20 

   9.    Report of Clerk Walker: Submitted Report     2025 - 080 pg. 21 

 10.    Report of Attorney Marcus:   

 11.    Adjournment 
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                                                                      EXHIBIT 2025 – 075 
 
 VILLAGE OF CAYUGA HEIGHT       November 20, 2024 
Zoom ID # 4118425407  BOARD OF TRUSTEES                       7:00 p.m. 
  MONTHLY MEETING  

 
Present: Mayor Woodard; Trustees: Biloski, Conway, Hubbell, Rennekamp, Robinson, and Salton; Fire 
Superintendent Tamborelle, Treasurer Dolch, Police Chief Wright, Superintendent of Public Works Cross; 
Assistant Superintendent of Public Works Cowder; Village Attorney R. Marcus; Village Clerk Walker. 
 
1. Call to Order: Mayor Woodard calls the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m. 
 
2a. Approval of  the October 16, 2024 Meeting Minutes (Exhibit 2025-067) 
 
Resolution: 9709 
 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT: the Village of Cayuga Heights Board of Trustees approves the October 16, 2024 
Board Meeting Minutes as presented. 
 
Motion: Trustee Biloski 
Second: Trustee Conway 
Ayes: Mayor Woodard; Trustees: Biloski, Conway, Hubbell, Rennekamp, Robinson  and 
Salton 
Nays: none 
Abstentions: none 
 
Motion Carried 
 
2b. Approval of  the October 30, 2024 Special Meeting Minutes (Exhibit 2025-068) 
 
Resolution: 9710 
 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT: the Village of Cayuga Heights Board of Trustees approves the October 30, 2024 
Special Board Meeting Minutes as presented. 
 
Motion: Trustee Biloski 
Second: Trustee Robinson 
Ayes: Mayor Woodard; Trustees: Biloski, Conway,  Rennekamp, and Robinson   
Nays: none 
Abstentions: Trustee Hubbell, and Salton 
 
Motion Carried 
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3. Report of Fire Superintendent Tamborelle: Submitted Report (Exhibit 2025-069) 
 
•Fire Superintendent Tamborelle states that the department was unsuccessful in the air pack grant from N.Y.S. and 
therefore we have ordered them with budgeted funds. 
 
•Fire Superintendent Tamborelle states the new engine truck has been delayed and now is expecting delivery in 
2026. 
 
•Fire Superintendent Tamborelle states that the Field Training Officer is working out very well.  
 
•Fire Superintendent Tamborelle states that a PhD student has presented an idea of a resident recruit class.  
Currently, the department primarily has college-age volunteers. So sometime in the spring, we are going to create 
a residential training class of volunteers. 
 
•Fire Superintendent Tamborelle states that the flash fire that took place on East Shore Drive was contained very 
quickly and did not spread close to any houses. Once the dry leaves and sticks burned it died out. All the 
departments in the County came together and did a wonderful job. 
 
•Trustee Salton inquires about Bolton Point continuing to service the fire hydrants in the Village. 
 
•Fire Superintendent Tamborelle states that the hydrant maintenance project has not been discussed in a long time, 
but he will reach out to them next week. 
 
•Mayor Woodard states that she received an OSHA phone call to testify in a public meeting.  
 
•Fire Superintendent Tamborelle states that OSHA is trying to change the standards for volunteer fire departments. 
The public meetings are ongoing with no end date. The new standards would put departments out of business. 
The new standards would require massive upgrades of equipment, and training. 
 
•Fire Superintendent Tamborelle states that the county and county fire chiefs are doing the pushback on our behalf. 
 
•Trustee Robinson asks for an example of the type of training or new standards that they are looking for. 
 
• Fire Superintendent Tamborelle states that all departments must meet the National Fire Officer Standard Level 2. 
Training for those classes is not even offered in the county let alone just the basic fire safety classes. 
 
4. Privilege of the Floor: No members of the public wished to speak. 
 
5. Report of Treasurer Dolch: Submitted Report (Exhibit 2025-070) 
 
•Treasurer Dolch states that the October bank-to-book reconciliations are complete. 
 
•Treasurer Dolch states that INSERO CPA Firm has completed the Annual Village Audit. 
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•Treasurer Dolch states that we have secured our one-million-dollar loan for the WWTP rail system and placed 
that money in NYCLASS until we need to pay for it. 
 
•Treasurer Dolch states that we had two choices of repayment over thirty years. One was the 50% rule, and one 
was the level debt rule. We consulted with our bond council and the finance team decided that the 50% rule was 
better for us, because we will save about $300,000 over the life of the loan. 
 
•Treasurer Dolch states that at a special meeting on October 30, 2024, the Board authorized the emergency 
purchase of a new dump truck. This was not budgeted but we should recoup the costs when we sell the old truck 
plus hopper. There is not enough in Refuse Equipment (A8160.200) to cover this purchase and this account is 
already over budget.  
  
•Treasurer Dolch states that the Village of Cayuga Heights Board of Trustees approved and authorized the 
purchase of a 2007 Sterling Single Axle Dump Truck in the amount not to exceed $30,000 but needs another 
resolution stating the funding source. 
.  
Resolution: 9711 
 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT: the Village of Cayuga Heights Board of Trustees authorizes and approves moving 
$27,115.62 from Contingency (A1990.400) to Refuse – Equipment (A8160.200) to cover unexpected expenses in this 
account.   
 
Motion: Trustee Robinson 
Second: Trustee Biloski 
Ayes: Mayor Woodard; Trustees: Biloski, Conway, Hubbell, Rennekamp, Robinson, and 
Salton 
Nays: none 
Abstentions: none 
 
•Trustee Salton asked how comfortable we feel with only $43,353.38 left in contingency. 
 
•Trustee Robinson states that we will have revenue coming back to the Village from the sale of the truck that we 
will be selling. 
 
Motion Carried 
 
Approval of Abstract 6:  
 
Resolution: 9712 
  
BE IT RESOLVED THAT: the Village of Cayuga Heights Board of Trustees authorizes and approves Abstract 
#6 for FYE2025 consisting of TA vouchers 38-47 in the amount of $17,286.20 and  Consolidated Fund vouchers 
373-466 in the amount of $1,072,956.17 and the Treasurer is instructed to make payments thereon.  
 
Motion: Trustee Salton 
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Second: Trustee Rennekamp 
Ayes: Mayor Woodard; Trustees: Biloski, Conway, Hubbell, Rennekamp, and Robinson  
Nays: none 
Abstentions: none 
 
Motion Carried 
 
6. Report of Mayor Woodard 
 
a. WWTP Meeting with the Town & Village of Lansing. 
 
•Mayor Woodard states that there was a meeting to discuss their need for more sewer units over the next several 
years. The Village of Lansing would like over six hundred units, the Town of Lansing 425, and the Town of Ithaca 
a little over three hundred. 
 
•Mayor Woodard states that if we had control of the I&I then our plant could take all this new flow but currently 
that cannot happen. She states that they discussed four options that we should discuss. One, complete the 
Remington Road Bypass for $2,000,000. Two, purchase the land next to the plant and expand to increase capacity 
for around $10,000,000. Three, develop a Town of Ithaca bypass to eliminate us taking any sewage from the 
Town. This idea is still in its conceptual state. Four, complete the Village-wide I&I study with Duke Inc. for 
$250,000. 
 
•Trustee Salton states that a Town of Ithaca bypass is impossible, the legal process involved would be endless. 
 
•Mayor Woodard states that this is the least attractive idea. 
 
•B. Cross states that he has seen that the Town of Ithaca has pulled back from the discussion of the development of 
this bypass. 
 
•Mayor Woodard states that the goal of this meeting was to have the Lansing's contribute to the cost of us 
expanding the plant to take more of their sewage. 
 
•Trustee Robinson states that the cheapest one for us would be the Remington Road bypass. 
 
•Trustee Hubbell states that the most cost-effective choice would be for the Town of Ithaca to develop a bypass. 
That would not cost us anything. 
 
•Trustee Robinson states that the expansion with the purchase of land would be divided among the three different 
municipalities. This could be done in two phases, land purchase and then expansion. 
 
•Mayor Woodard states that the Town of Ithaca's biggest project is up in the Sapsucker Road area and there is no 
pipe capacity there now to support that. The result is that the Town might have to pipe to the Village of Lansing. 
 
•B. Cross states that for the Town of Ithaca to move forward with this project some type of pipe project is going to 



6 
 
 
 
 

happen. 
 
•Mayor Woodard states in closing that the "Gang of Six" and "Plant to Plant" agreements are up in the next two 
years. 
 
•Assistant Superintendent of Public Works A. Cowder asks what capacity we have before there is a need to 
expand. 
 
•Mayor Woodard states that our plant is five million gallons a day, and eight million gallons is max. 
 
•Assistant Superintendent of Public Works A. Cowder states that we could get Lansing’s to pay for the land and as 
time goes on and permits are needed, we could build out then. 
 
•Clerk Walker states that the fourth idea would be the I&I study. 
 
•Mayor Woodard states that yes, this is an area that we have been doing ourselves, but the Duke study would cost 
$250,000 and would place a meter in every manhole for three months. This approach would definitely provide us 
with the data showing us where the infiltration is.  
 
•Trustee Conway states that the way it was described made it seem like the I&I approach would not get us more 
capacity, or at least not enough increased capacity to take on what the Lansing’s need. 
 
•Trustee Robinson states that we know we have breaks, and this is an ongoing maintenance project. 
 
•Mayor Woodard states that it has been discussed that I&I is too hard to find and too expensive to fix and her 
contentions are that is not true. NYSDEC has been telling us for years that they will not permit the Village to 
increase capacity unless we have proven we have done all we can to eliminate I&I. 
 
•Trustee Salton states that I& I is a good thing to go after but does not believe it will solve all of our problems. Are 
we going to camera miles of piping to find the leaks? 
 
•B. Cross states that most of the manholes average 300 feet apart, some even closer but some are farther.  
 
•Trustee Robinson states that this proposal will at least narrow down the unknown I&I issues. 
 
b. Gas Powered Lawn Equipment Survey Results: 
 
•Mayor Woodard states that she took a look at the 265 survey responses 
 
•Mayor Woodard states that we will present the analysis to the Board tomorrow. The results were that Village 
residents were not in favor of banning gas-powered lawn equipment. 
 
•Trustee Robinson states that he observed that the gas-powered blowers make more noise for a shorter period and 
the electric blowers less noise but run a lot longer because they are less powerful. 
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•Mayor Woodard states that we will table this idea for now and see what happens in the next few years. 
 
c. Request from B. Szekely’s to use Marcham Hall: 
 
•Mayor Woodard states Village Historian B. Szekely has published her book University Suburb, Founding the 
Village of Cayuga Heights in Ithaca, New York. 
 
•B. Szekely states that she has incorporated the Carl Crandall Compass Rose (who produced the Village maps that 
hang on the walls in Marcham Hall) on the cover of her book.  
 
•B. Szekely states that she inquired to Mayor Woodard and Village Attorney R. Marcus if she could hold a book 
launch at Marcham Hall.  
 
•B. Szekely states that she will direct the market to people through email and the Village Enewsblast 
announcement. This event will be held sometime in February 2025. 
 
•B. Szekely reads Village Attorney R. Marcus' approval email for holding a book launch at Village Hall, and the 
promotion of the book on the Village website, Village Enewsblast, and Cayuga Heights History Website. 
 
•B. Szekely states that she has one more request which is to send an email to the members of the Board, auxiliary 
Boards, and staff through the Village email system. 
 
•Village Attorney R. Marcus states that she can use the Village email list to contact staff and elected officials. 
 
Resolution: 9713 
  
BE IT RESOLVED THAT: the Village of Cayuga Heights Board of Trustees authorizes and approves B. 
Szekely to hold the book launch for University Suburb Founding the Village of Cayuga Heights in Ithaca, New 
York at Marcham Hall  
 
Motion: Trustee Salton 
Second: Trustee Robinson  
Ayes: Mayor Woodard; Trustees: Biloski, Conway, Hubbell, Rennekamp, Robinson, and 
Salton 
Nays: none 
Abstentions: none 
 
Motion Carried 
 
d. N.Y.S Aid for Local Government Resolution: 
 
•Mayor Woodard states that NYCOM has been lobbying for N.Y.S. to increase the amount of aid given to local 
governments. There has not been an increase in fifteen years.  
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•Mayor Woodard states that NYCOM was also pushing for funding like this for Wastewater Plants but that did not 
pass in this year's budget. 
 
Resolution: 9714 

Whereas, until 2024, cities, villages, and towns had not received an increase in unrestricted state aid (AIM 
funding) in 15 years, significantly impacting their ability to provide essential services to their residents; and 

Whereas, after a prolonged period without financial support, local governments finally received an increase of 
$50 million in unrestricted state aid; and 

Whereas, local officials express their gratitude for the $50 million increase in unrestricted state aid, recognizing it 
as a positive step towards addressing long-standing funding challenges; and 

Whereas, the State has referred to this new aid as Temporary Municipal Assistance, suggesting that such increase 
may not continue, jeopardizing the sustainability of crucial municipal programs and services; and 

Whereas, the property tax cap further limits the ability of local governments to properly fund the programs and 
services their residents need; and    

Whereas, increased and ongoing state aid for local governments is vital for maintaining infrastructure, public 
safety, housing, and other municipal services; and  

Whereas, the challenges of inflation, the increasing costs of labor and supplies, and the end of extraordinary 
federal aid only accentuate the need for consistent and predictable funding to effectively plan for the future and 
meet the growing needs of their residents.  

Now, therefore, be it resolved, that the Village of Cayuga Heights calls upon the Governor and the State 
Legislature to commit to continuing the additional $50 million in unrestricted state aid in the 2025-26 State Budget 
and beyond, and  

It further resolved that the Village of Cayuga Heights urges state officials to recognize the need for a long-term 
plan that ensures consistent and predictable increases in financial support for local governments that keep pace 
with inflation.  

Motion: Trustee Biloski 
Second: Trustee Robinson  
Ayes: Mayor Woodard; Trustees: Biloski, Conway, Hubbell, Rennekamp, Robinson, and 
Salton 
Nays: none 
Abstentions: none 

•Trustee Conway inquires how NYCOM works and whether they are tracking responses from municipalities 
across the state. 
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•Mayor Woodard states that NYCOM watches the N.Y.S Legislature and lobbies on behalf of cities and villages 
across the state for funding and other state mandates that are placed on us.  
 
•Trustee Conway states that he will always be a little more hesitant since there is a cost and effect, that if we get 
more money from the state, it is coming from somewhere else, like taxes. 
 
Motion Carried 
 
6. Report of the Trustees: 
 
a. Village Public Works Committee Update: 
 
•Trustee Robinson states that the Cayuga Heights Road Sidewalk is moving forward. 
 
•Trustee Robinson states that there are no recent updates on the Cayuga Heights Road Sidewalk Project. 
 
•Trustee Robinson states that there were some fines issued under the new Property Maintenance Law. 
 
•B. Cross states that we issued a dozen violation letters and two people received fines.  
 
•Trustee Robinson states that there was some discussion on the T.G Miller Infrastructure Study, and we are 
learning that Cornell University may be pulling back on supplying water (City of Ithaca) to the Cornell Heights 
neighborhood. We are not sure how this will affect us just yet. 
 
•Mayor Woodard states that currently, we pay the City of Ithaca their water rates for Village residents who get 
water from Bolton Point so, if this changes it will be to the benefit of our Village. 
 
•Trustee Robinson states that Lead pipe replacement will have to be next fiscal year because we never budgeted 
for this cost. 
 
•Assistant Superintendent of Public Works Cowder states that Bolton Point has supplied a list of qualified 
contractors for lead remediation if interested.  
 
b. Village Wastewater Treatment Plant Committee Update: 
 
•Trustee Robinson states that Phase 2.1 trickling filter arms have been repaired, and we are waiting for the parts to 
complete the work on the rail system.  
 
•Trustee Robinson states that the WWTP open house will take place after the paving is done next spring. 
 
•Trustee Robinson states that the Village was contacted by the pump manufacturer (from Germany) hoping, that 
they could do a promotional visit since this was their first pump installation. 
 
•Trustee Hubbell states that there will be a program at the Museum of the Earth on December 11, 2024, at 5:30 
p.m. about water quality in Central New York. 
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c. Village Administrative and HR Committees Update: 
 
•Trustee Biloski states that annual reviews will be wrapped up by Thanksgiving.  
 
d. Village Public Safety Committee Update: 
 
•Trustee Biloski states that the Village Public Safety Committee met, the department has their new Tasers, and 
training took place yesterday. 
 
•Trustee Biloski states that the new portable radios have arrived and are in use.  
 
8. Report of Superintendent of Public Works Cross: 
 
•Village Engineer B. Cross states that A. Cowder, the new Assistant Superintendent of Public Works, started two 
weeks ago and has been busy starting N.Y.S. Code Training, and we have found that he will be able to assist in the 
annual fire inspections.  
 
•B. Cross states that the Trickling Filter Seal replacement project was completed last week.  
 
•B. Cross states that the sludge collection drive project is in the planning and design stage with a goal of 
completion in early 2025. 
 
•B. Cross states that the Walking Safe Cayuga Heights Project is almost closed. We continue to get a lot of 
positive feedback about that project. 
 
9. Report of Police Chief Wright: Submitted Report (Exhibit 2025-072) 
 
•Chief Wright states that all officers have low and no light training at the range on October 21st and 22nd. 
 
•Chief Wright states that all the training for the AXON Tasers was completed by the full-time officers. 
 
•Chief Wright states that the new patrol car is actually in a bay getting outfitted already. 
 
•Chief Wright states that we still have over $20,000 from the D.C.J.S Grant left to spend on equipment.  
 
11. Report of Clerk Walker: Submitted Report (Exhibit 2025-073) 
 
•Clerk Walker states that there are two action items for the Board tonight; One is the Re-Levy Resolution for us to 
send the remainer. 
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RESOLUTION: 9715 
 
WHEREAS, Diligent efforts to collect unpaid taxes by the Village of Cayuga Heights of the Town of Ithaca in the County 
of Tompkins have been made; and  

 
WHEREAS, The Collector of Taxes has certified a list consisting of the taxes remaining unpaid upon the Village Tax Roll; 
and  

 
WHEREAS Pursuant to the Real Property Tax Law of the State of New York Section 1442, an alternative method for 
collection of delinquent village taxes exists.  

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT: The Board of Trustees requests the collection of delinquent Village of 
Cayuga Heights real property tax in the amount of $12,455.80 for five properties with $996.46 in penalties, totaling 
$13,452.26 to be submitted to Tompkins County. 
 
Motion: Trustee Salton 
Second: Trustee Biloski  
Ayes: Mayor Woodard; Trustees: Biloski, Conway, Hubbell, Rennekamp, Robinson, and 
Salton 
Nays: none 
Abstentions: none 
 
Motion Carried 
 
•Clerk Walker states that a Village resident has requested relief of the penalties from his water and sewer bill. He 
states in attachment 2025-074 that he was not receiving his quarterly bills in 2023 and contacted Bolton Point to 
resolve this issue. Again in 2024, the resident was unaware of bills and now had three quarters of bills with late 
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fees. 
 
•Clerk Walker states that he explained to the Village residents that water/sewer bills are the individual's 
responsibility, and the Village has several notifications in place to remind residents of when they are due. 
 
•Mayor Woodard states that she had a discussion with Bolton Point about E-billing since she did not receive her 
email notification this quarter. It turns out that for some reason Cornell University email accounts are going to 
spam.  
 
•Trustee Hubbell states that this individual has lived in the Village for 11 years.  
 
•Trustee Robinson states that we have seen situations like this in the past, we feel bad but cannot justify relief and 
therefore take no action on this request. 
 
12. Report of Attorney R. Marcus:  No report at this time. 
 
13. Executive Session:  

Resolution: 9716 
 
WHEREAS: The NYS Open Meeting Law §105 prescribes matters for which a public body may conduct an 
executive session; and, 
 
WHEREAS: Upon a majority vote of its total membership, taken in an open meeting under a motion 
identifying the general area or areas of the subject or subjects to be considered; and, 
 
WHEREAS: The conduct an executive session for these enumerated purposes only, provided, however, that 
no action by formal vote shall be taken to appropriate public money: 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT An Executive Session of the Village of Cayuga Heights Board 
of Trustees is conducted for subsection and (F) the medical, financial, credit, or employment history of a 
particular person or corporation, or matters leading to the appointment, employment, prometon, demotion, 
disciple, suspension, dismissal or removal of a particular person or corporation. 
 
Motion: Trustee Conway 
Second: Trustee Robinson 
Ayes: Mayor Woodard; Trustees:  Biloski, Conway, Hubbell, Rennekamp, Robinson, and Salton 
Nays: none 
Abstentions: none 
 
Motion Carried 
 
14. Adjournment: Mayor Woodard adjourns the meeting at 9:10 p.m. 
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EXHIBIT 2025 – 076 
 
December 18, 2024 
 
Honorable Linda Woodard 
Board of Trustees 
Village of Cayuga Heights 
 
Monthly Report November 2024 
 
November was one of the busiest months we have ever had with 66 calls. We had 35 calls in the Village of Cayuga Heights, 
23 calls in the Town of Ithaca and 8 mutual aid requests. There were 35 EMS calls and 31 fire responses.  Early in the month 
we were dispatched to a local sorority for a fire alarm activation. The first arriving engine noted the alarm was activated and 
the sprinkler gong on the building was activated. They quickly noted that there was water flowing out of one of the windows. 
They made an entry and found an activated sprinkler head in one of the first-floor rooms. The fire appeared to have started in 
a small garbage can in the room and the activated sprinkler suppressed the fire with no extension. Crews were on scene for a 
while evacuating the water from the structure. All of the smoke and water damage were limited to the room of origin.  This is 
the reason that we treat every fire alarm activation like structure fire. We ran a large number of mutual aid calls this month. 
We started with the large fire in Lansing. Cayuga Heights had 28 members on the scene of that incident.  We were requested 
to help cover for the Ithaca Fire Department several times throughout the month when they had major incidents. 
 
We packed November with department and probationary trainings. Our first training of the month was geared to get our new 
members more familiar with EMS operations.  Several of our EMTs did basic skills and vehicle familiarization training. Our 
next training was on electrical emergencies in the home and on the road. We are often asked to respond to electrical 
emergencies in homes. Most of these are easily managed by turning off the power to the problem area and ensuring that there 
is no fire or extension and then advising the homeowner to contact an electrician. Wires down calls are more involved and 
require an extreme amount of caution. There were a couple of storms that rolled through the county in November knocking 
down trees and power lines. Luckily we did not have any calls for wires down during these storms.  The last couple of 
department level training sessions were also geared to all members but did give the probies a chance to work on skills for 
their checklists. The checklist work went well throughout the month. The FTO program seems to be working very well, and 
the new members are working on the checklists at a furious pace. We have a couple of new members who will be completing 
the entire process before the winter break.  
 
We are looking ahead to our spring recruit class with the idea that we will host a small class of residents of the district.  We 
have identified that some residents who would like to volunteer with the department shy away from joining because of the 
large number of college students in each class.  We are not trying to get away from our recruiting model in the fall, but we do 
feel that if we run a class with just local residents, it may encourage some to join and move toward our goal of long-term 
member retention.  This will be a pilot class, and we are still working on the details. 
 
There is no new update on the delivery of the new engine. At this time, we are still looking at the spring of 2026 for a 
delivery.  We are keeping a close eye on the delivery projections for apparatus, and they seem to be getting longer on time 
from order to delivery.  We may realistically need to spec and order the next engine before we take delivery of the one we 
have already ordered to keep our replacement schedule.  We would not have to pay for the piece until delivery, but the 
manufacturers are now building cost increases into the contracts. At this point, the cost increases are only for the motors on 
the apparatus. This is the component that the cost is increasing the greatest amount. It is unbelievable to consider the cost 
increases of fire trucks over the past several years. 
 
We are moving into December busy and with extremely high morale. Our new members are responding well to the training 
and the pace of our operations, and the entire department is enjoying the brisk pace. As we approach the Cornell winter 
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break, we will see some decline in our staffing from mid-December to early January, but we are used to this. Looking ahead 
to our annual banquet we have booked the event at the RaNic Golf Club across the street from the station. We are excited to 
return to this venue this year. The banquet will be on April 26th. 
 
We hope everyone has a safe and happy holiday season. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
George Tamborelle 
Fire Chief/Fire Superintendent 
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EXHIBIT 2025 – 077 

 
  

VILLAGE OF CAYUGA HEIGHTS   
TREASURER’S REPORT  

December 2024  
 
  

Revenues and Expenses:   
November month end bank to book reconciliation is complete and has been signed off by Deputy Treasurer 
Rennekamp. The report from Williamson is attached to this report.   
  
 
 
 
Budget Planning for FY2025-2026  
The shared budget spreadsheets have been updated and shared with department heads. We are ½ way through the 
current fiscal year so it’s time to review all budget accounts with the respective committees and start thinking 
about FY2025-2026.   
 
 
 
  
Approval of Abstract 7:  
  
BE IT RESOLVED THAT: the Village of Cayuga Heights Board of Trustees authorizes and approves Abstract 6 
for FYE2025 consisting of:  
 

• TA vouchers 48-56 in the amount of $17,171.81 and   
• Consolidated Fund vouchers 467-541 in the amount of $437,701.12  

and the Treasurer is instructed to make payments thereon.  
  
 
 
 
  
Respectfully Submitted  
 

Laura W. Dolch  
Laura W. Dolch  
Treasurer #1 
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EXHIBIT 2025 – 078 
 
 
The DEC has given a notice of Negative Declaration to Cargill as they seeks to renew and modify its Permit to 
receive a new five-year permit term and to amend its permit in order to dispose of up to 360 million gallons of 
wastewater (brine) in the 6-level region of the Mine beneath Cayuga Lake. The comment period ends December 
20th. Please consider sending a request to extend the comment deadline. Given that the current comment period 
coincides with the holiday season, many stakeholders may face difficulties in submitting their feedback within the 
allotted time. Additionally, the timeframe does not allow for adequate consideration of the Freedom of Information 
Law (FOIL) responses, which are essential for informed commentary.  
 
Comments can be directed to the following email addresses:  
 
Comment.CayugaSaltMine2023@dec.ny.gov and jonathan.stercho@dec.ny.gov 
 
Below is a suggested template for your request, though you are welcome to articulate your concerns in your own 
words.  
************************************ 
Dear Mr Stercho, 
I am writing to formally request an extension of the current comment period concerning Application ID 0-9999-
00075/00001. The existing deadline of December 20th, 2024 (the Friday before Christmas) does not provide 
sufficient opportunity for stakeholders to thoroughly review the materials and offer meaningful feedback. 
Additionally, with the upcoming holiday season, many individuals may find it challenging to allocate time for 
their comments during this period. 
Please extend the comment period to at least February 18, 2025, to allow for adequate time for review and 
meaningful public engagement in the comment process. Extending the comment period would ensure that all 
interested parties can participate fully, allowing for a more comprehensive and constructive dialogue. 
Thank you for considering this request. I look forward to your positive response. 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:Comment.CayugaSaltMine2023@dec.ny.gov
mailto:jonathan.stercho@dec.ny.gov
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 Resolution Regarding Cargill Incorporated’s Permit Application for the Cayuga Salt Mine 
 
WHEREAS, Cargill Incorporated has submitted a permit application (0-9999-00075/00001) to renew and modify 
its Mined Land Reclamation Permit for the Cayuga Salt Mine, which includes plans to flood the abandoned S3 
Zone of the mine beneath Cayuga Lake with wastewater, potentially impacting the environment and the 
community; 
 
WHEREAS, the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) has declared itself the lead 
agency under the State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQR) and issued a Negative Declaration despite the 
application being classified as a Type I action, which typically requires a more thorough environmental review; 
 
WHEREAS, significant concerns have been raised regarding the adequacy of Cargill’s application, including 
compliance with the Mined Land Reclamation Law, monitoring and treatment of waste materials, the potential for 
groundwater pollution, the stability of the mine, and the long-term reclamation of the affected areas; 
 
WHEREAS, the proposed flooding of the S3 Zone raises serious questions about the safety and environmental 
integrity of Cayuga Lake, particularly in light of prior instability noted in this area and the implications of storing 
not-fully-saturated brine beneath the lake; 
 
WHEREAS, various stakeholders, including environmental groups and local officials, have expressed concerns 
regarding the potential adverse impacts of Cargill’s proposed activities, highlighting the need for a more 
comprehensive environmental impact statement and public engagement; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Village of Cayuga Heights formally requests that the DEC: 
 
1. Deny Cargill’s permit application or, alternatively, rescind the Negative Declaration and require the preparation 
of a comprehensive Environmental Impact Statement to assess all potential environmental risks associated with the 
proposed activities. 
 
2. Conduct a public hearing to allow for community input and address the substantive concerns raised by residents 
and stakeholders regarding the application. 
 
3. Ensure that Cargill’s Reclamation Plan and accompanying bond are revised to adequately address 
environmental protection and public safety, and that sufficient measures are implemented to prevent potential 
pollution and ensure the long-term stability of the mine and surrounding areas. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of this resolution be sent to 
Comment.CayugaSaltMine2023@dec.ny.gov, DEC Commissioner Dereth Glance (dereth.glance@dec.ny.gov), 
OGS Commissioner Jeanette Moy (officeofthecommissioner@ogs.ny.gov), and  DEC Permit Administrator 
Jonathan Stercho (jonathan.stercho@dec.ny.gov) to ensure that the voices of the Village of Cayuga Height’s 
residents are heard in this critical decision-making process. 

 

       

mailto:Comment.CayugaSaltMine2023@dec.ny.gov
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    EXHIBIT 2025 – 079 

Village of Cayuga Heights 
Police Department 

___________________________________________________ 
 
Jerry L. Wright 
Chief of Police 
        
12/16/24 
 
To: The Honorable Mayor Woodard 
 Members of the Board of Trustees 
 Village of Cayuga Heights  
 
Re: Report of the Police Department for November 2024.  
 
In the month of November 2024, the police department received 407 calls for service.  In addition to these calls 66 uniform 
traffic tickets were issued and 1 parking violation was cited.  The breakdown of the calls for service is as follows:  
 
A report of a Felony Sex Offence was made and remains under investigation.  
 
Two Misdemeanor Penal Law charges of Criminal Obstruction of Breathing were filed after officers responded to a 
Domestic Dispute. A complaint of Theft from a Motor Vehicle was received.  The complainant stated that their unlocked 
Motor Vehicle was entered in the overnight hours and items totaling over $100.00 were taken.  There are no suspects or 
leads.  This seems to be an isolated event. Another report of Theft was made by a resident stating that their roommate had 
taken items from their room.  No charges were sought.  
 
Nine Traffic Stops resulted in 13 Vehicle and Traffic Misdemeanor charges: one for Circumventing Interlock/Operating a 
Motor Vehicle without Device, seven for Suspended Registration, four for AUO 3rd, and one for AUO2nd.   
 
Penal Law Violations were reported. Three calls involving customers displaying Disorderly Conduct at an establishment 
were handled.  No charges were sought.  An incident of Criminal Mischief was handled. While on patrol the on-duty officer 
found that the stone wall had been painted on.  There are no suspects.  The DPW was happy to assist and agreed to clean the 
paint off of the wall.  A complaint of Harassment was made by an individual who was being verbally threatened by his 
roommate.  The complainant was advised to contact the Cornell Crisis Center for follow-up.   
 
Two calls for Village Local Law violations were handled.  One for Dog Control and one for Noise.  Officers did not observe 
any violations upon arrival at the scene of either call.  No citations were issued.   
 
The following 6 charges were filed by CHPD Officers: 1-Obstruction of Breathing, 1- Circumventing Interlock/Operating a 
Motor Vehicle without Device, 7- Suspended Registration, 4-AUO 3rd, and 1- AUO2nd and 1-Execute Arrest Warrant. 
 
Four Motor vehicle accidents were handled: including one involving a deer.   
 
There were three other incidents involving injured deer.   
 
14 calls for service were completed under the Tompkins County Mutual Aid Agreement, all involving CHPD officers 
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assisting other agencies.  
 
Over the course of the month, Officers took part in the following training and/or events: On the 16th Officer Langlois 
conducted a Traffic Safety Detail as part of the Governor’s Traffic Safety Grant. On the 19th full-time officers took part in 
Taser-10 Training, instructed by Senior Patrol Officer Lansing, at the Cayuga Heights Fire Department. On the 27th and 29th 
DWI High Visibility Enforcement details were conducted to promote sober driving during the Thanksgiving holiday.  
 
The full-time officers worked a total of 28.5 hours of overtime and the part-time officers worked a total of 196 hours.  
 
Sincerely, 
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EXHIBIT 2025 – 080 
 
 

Clerks Report: 
 
Year-end summaries: 
 
•All 2025 Health Insurance premiums have been updated and retiree payments have been received. 
 
 
•Benefit Resources enrollments have been issued for the new year and final numbers show a savings of $41,338.58 
 
 
•Sump Pump Pemit Summary:  2021 = 47, 2022 = 37, 2023 = 34, 2024 = 27 
 
 
•General Code Codifiaction will be complete for 2024 in three weeks. 
 
 
•Office Changes coming in 2025. 
 
 


	3.    Privilege of the Floor:
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	Resolution: 9709
	Motion Carried
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	5. Report of Treasurer Dolch: Submitted Report (Exhibit 2025-070)
	Resolution: 9711
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	Resolution: 9712
	Motion Carried
	a. WWTP Meeting with the Town & Village of Lansing.
	•Mayor Woodard states that there was a meeting to discuss their need for more sewer units over the next several years. The Village of Lansing would like over six hundred units, the Town of Lansing 425, and the Town of Ithaca a little over three hundred.
	•Mayor Woodard states that if we had control of the I&I then our plant could take all this new flow but currently that cannot happen. She states that they discussed four options that we should discuss. One, complete the Remington Road Bypass for $2,00...
	•Trustee Salton states that a Town of Ithaca bypass is impossible, the legal process involved would be endless.
	•Mayor Woodard states that this is the least attractive idea.
	•B. Cross states that he has seen that the Town of Ithaca has pulled back from the discussion of the development of this bypass.
	•Mayor Woodard states that the goal of this meeting was to have the Lansing's contribute to the cost of us expanding the plant to take more of their sewage.
	•Trustee Robinson states that the cheapest one for us would be the Remington Road bypass.
	•Trustee Hubbell states that the most cost-effective choice would be for the Town of Ithaca to develop a bypass. That would not cost us anything.
	•Trustee Robinson states that the expansion with the purchase of land would be divided among the three different municipalities. This could be done in two phases, land purchase and then expansion.
	•Mayor Woodard states that the Town of Ithaca's biggest project is up in the Sapsucker Road area and there is no pipe capacity there now to support that. The result is that the Town might have to pipe to the Village of Lansing.
	•B. Cross states that for the Town of Ithaca to move forward with this project some type of pipe project is going to happen.
	•Mayor Woodard states in closing that the "Gang of Six" and "Plant to Plant" agreements are up in the next two years.
	•Assistant Superintendent of Public Works A. Cowder asks what capacity we have before there is a need to expand.
	•Mayor Woodard states that our plant is five million gallons a day, and eight million gallons is max.
	•Assistant Superintendent of Public Works A. Cowder states that we could get Lansing’s to pay for the land and as time goes on and permits are needed, we could build out then.
	•Clerk Walker states that the fourth idea would be the I&I study.
	•Mayor Woodard states that yes, this is an area that we have been doing ourselves, but the Duke study would cost $250,000 and would place a meter in every manhole for three months. This approach would definitely provide us with the data showing us whe...
	•Trustee Conway states that the way it was described made it seem like the I&I approach would not get us more capacity, or at least not enough increased capacity to take on what the Lansing’s need.
	•Trustee Robinson states that we know we have breaks, and this is an ongoing maintenance project.
	•Mayor Woodard states that it has been discussed that I&I is too hard to find and too expensive to fix and her contentions are that is not true. NYSDEC has been telling us for years that they will not permit the Village to increase capacity unless we ...
	•Trustee Salton states that I& I is a good thing to go after but does not believe it will solve all of our problems. Are we going to camera miles of piping to find the leaks?
	•B. Cross states that most of the manholes average 300 feet apart, some even closer but some are farther.
	•Trustee Robinson states that this proposal will at least narrow down the unknown I&I issues.
	b. Gas Powered Lawn Equipment Survey Results:
	•Mayor Woodard states that she took a look at the 265 survey responses
	•Mayor Woodard states that we will present the analysis to the Board tomorrow. The results were that Village residents were not in favor of banning gas-powered lawn equipment.
	•Trustee Robinson states that he observed that the gas-powered blowers make more noise for a shorter period and the electric blowers less noise but run a lot longer because they are less powerful.
	•Mayor Woodard states that we will table this idea for now and see what happens in the next few years.
	c. Request from B. Szekely’s to use Marcham Hall:
	•Mayor Woodard states Village Historian B. Szekely has published her book University Suburb, Founding the Village of Cayuga Heights in Ithaca, New York.
	•B. Szekely states that she has incorporated the Carl Crandall Compass Rose (who produced the Village maps that hang on the walls in Marcham Hall) on the cover of her book.
	•B. Szekely states that she inquired to Mayor Woodard and Village Attorney R. Marcus if she could hold a book launch at Marcham Hall.
	•B. Szekely states that she will direct the market to people through email and the Village Enewsblast announcement. This event will be held sometime in February 2025.
	•B. Szekely reads Village Attorney R. Marcus' approval email for holding a book launch at Village Hall, and the promotion of the book on the Village website, Village Enewsblast, and Cayuga Heights History Website.
	•B. Szekely states that she has one more request which is to send an email to the members of the Board, auxiliary Boards, and staff through the Village email system.
	•Village Attorney R. Marcus states that she can use the Village email list to contact staff and elected officials.
	Resolution: 9713
	Motion Carried
	Resolution: 9714
	Motion Carried
	a. Village Public Works Committee Update:
	•Trustee Robinson states that the Cayuga Heights Road Sidewalk is moving forward.
	•Trustee Robinson states that there are no recent updates on the Cayuga Heights Road Sidewalk Project.
	•Trustee Robinson states that there were some fines issued under the new Property Maintenance Law.
	•B. Cross states that we issued a dozen violation letters and two people received fines.
	•Trustee Robinson states that there was some discussion on the T.G Miller Infrastructure Study, and we are learning that Cornell University may be pulling back on supplying water (City of Ithaca) to the Cornell Heights neighborhood. We are not sure ho...
	•Mayor Woodard states that currently, we pay the City of Ithaca their water rates for Village residents who get water from Bolton Point so, if this changes it will be to the benefit of our Village.
	•Trustee Robinson states that Lead pipe replacement will have to be next fiscal year because we never budgeted for this cost.
	•Assistant Superintendent of Public Works Cowder states that Bolton Point has supplied a list of qualified contractors for lead remediation if interested.
	b. Village Wastewater Treatment Plant Committee Update:
	•Trustee Robinson states that Phase 2.1 trickling filter arms have been repaired, and we are waiting for the parts to complete the work on the rail system.
	•Trustee Robinson states that the WWTP open house will take place after the paving is done next spring.
	•Trustee Robinson states that the Village was contacted by the pump manufacturer (from Germany) hoping, that they could do a promotional visit since this was their first pump installation.
	•Trustee Hubbell states that there will be a program at the Museum of the Earth on December 11, 2024, at 5:30 p.m. about water quality in Central New York.
	•Trustee Biloski states that annual reviews will be wrapped up by Thanksgiving.
	d. Village Public Safety Committee Update:
	•Trustee Biloski states that the Village Public Safety Committee met, the department has their new Tasers, and training took place yesterday.
	•Trustee Biloski states that the new portable radios have arrived and are in use.
	9. Report of Police Chief Wright: Submitted Report (Exhibit 2025-072)
	•Clerk Walker states that there are two action items for the Board tonight; One is the Re-Levy Resolution for us to send the remainer.
	Motion Carried
	•Clerk Walker states that a Village resident has requested relief of the penalties from his water and sewer bill. He states in attachment 2025-074 that he was not receiving his quarterly bills in 2023 and contacted Bolton Point to resolve this issue. ...
	•Clerk Walker states that he explained to the Village residents that water/sewer bills are the individual's responsibility, and the Village has several notifications in place to remind residents of when they are due.
	•Mayor Woodard states that she had a discussion with Bolton Point about E-billing since she did not receive her email notification this quarter. It turns out that for some reason Cornell University email accounts are going to spam.
	•Trustee Hubbell states that this individual has lived in the Village for 11 years.
	•Trustee Robinson states that we have seen situations like this in the past, we feel bad but cannot justify relief and therefore take no action on this request.
	Resolution: 9716

